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FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT


Dear colleagues,


We would like to inform you about this year's International Summer School of Psychotrauma that will take place in Dubrovnik, Croatia from May 27th – June 1st 2007. This year’s topic will be «Countertransference Issues in Intercultural Treatment of Complex Posttraumatic States».

Traumatized clients present many challenges to those who attempt to work with them. Their personal stories frequently contain painful accounts of events that altered their inner sense of self, creating psychic scars and wounds to the core of their personality. In the course of the healing process, as the trauma story unfolds and deepens, empathic strain occurs, making it difficult to stay closely attuned to the dynamics of the client. As the therapeutic alliance strengthens, the client tends to project trauma-specific transferences, which have the potential to elicit very complex countertransference reactions and unique role enactments in the therapist. In the context of globalization, the treatments of posttraumatic damage are often therapeutic encounters of therapists and clients with different cultural backgrounds. This aspect creates yet another challenge to differentiate culturally specific from universal transference reactions.     


This course focuses on the therapist’s affective responses to traumatized clients, on their identification, impact, and correction in the course of the healing process. The main goal of the course is to teach therapists how to contain and bind their own distress as a manifestation of empathic strain in the course of the treatment of complex and often chronic forms of posttraumatic disorders. Further, the participants will learn about treating trauma in intercultural settings, where cultural sensitivity and contextual thinking are of utmost importance. 


Detailed programme, hotel information with prices and registration forms will be provided later and school fee is going to be 300 €. Among others, this year’ speakers will be John P. Wilson, Jacob D. Lindy, Boris Drožđek and Rudolf Gregurek. 


Please, note that the School will take place a week before the 10th European Conference on Traumatic Stress (ECOTS 2007) in Opatija, Croatia, and that participation in both events can easily be combined.


Sincerely,







                            Course directors:







Rudolf Gregurek, MD, PhD, Boris Drožđek, MD

For all the information please contact

School Secretary:

Barbara Kalenić,

Clinic for Psychological Medicine

Kišpatićeva 12

10000 Zagreb, Croatia

Tel: +385 1 23 88 752; +385 98 411 567

Fax: +385 1 23 88 073

E-mail: bkalenic@kbc-zagreb.hr

